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DATE:	 October 17, 2008 

TO:	 

.a~ManagerFROM: 

SUBJECT:	 Starwood Power Plant Project (06-AFC-1 OC) Staff Assessment of 
Proposed Modifications to Drill a Well, Reposition Structures, 
Increase Stack Height and, Add a Storm Water Retention Pond 

On April 22,2008, Starwood Power-Midway, LLC, filed a petition with the California 
Energy Commission to amend the Energy Commission Decision for the Starwood 
Power Plant Project. Staff prepared an assessment of this proposed change, and a 
copy is enclosed for your information and review. 

The Starwood Power Plant project is a 120 MW peaking power plant located in western 
Fresno County. The project was certified by the Energy Commission on January 16, 
2008, and is currently under construction. 

The proposed modifications will allow Starwood Power-Midway, LLC, to comply with 
United States Environmental Protection Agency requirements, avoid potential project 
construction delays, and to improve site safety. 

Energy Commission staff reviewed the petition and assessed the impacts of this 
proposal on environmental quality, public health and safety, and proposes the following 
revisions to existing conditions of certification for air quality, soil and water, waste, and 
water resources: 

AQ-SC11	 Requires the well to be drilled when no other heavy construction
 
equipment is in use at the site to avoid adding to cumulative air
 
quality impacts.
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SOIL & WATER-5 

SOIL & WATER-6 

SOIL & WATER-7 

SOIL & WATER-8 

Requires the project owner to shut down the reverse osmosis 
system and cease discharging wastewater into the evaporation 
pond if the project switches to using groundwater or the pond 
reaches maximum capacity. 

Requires the well to produce water exclusively from the upper, 
semi-confined aquifer that produces very low-quality water. 

Requires the well to be plugged and destroyed according to local 
and state standards when the power plant is permanently closed, 

Requires the project owner to install metering devices to measure 
the volume of water supplied by the well to the project. 
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WASTE-5' Requires the Waste Management Plan to include a section that 
---o<Jeta~s how wastewater discharged to the evaporation pond will be 

disposed of in the event that discharge to the pond is discontinued. 

It ,is staff's opinion that, with the implementation of revised conditions, the project will 
remain in compliance with applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards and 
that the proposed modifications will not result in a significant adverse direct or 
cumulative impact to the environment (Title 20, California Code of Regulations, Section 
1769). 

The amendment petition and staffs assessment has been posted on the Energy 
Commiss'ion's webpage at: 

http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/starwood/compliance/index.html 

The Energy Commission's Order (if approved) will also be posted on the same 
webpage. Energy Commission staff intends to recommend approval of the petition at 
the November 19, 2008, Business Meeting of the Energy Commission. If you have 
comments on this proposed modification, please submit them to me at the address 
below prior to November 7,2008. 

Chris Davis, Compliance Project Manager 
California Energy Commission 
1516 9th Street, MS-2000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Comments may be submitted by fax to (916) 654-3882, or bye-mail to 
CMDavis@energy.state.ca.us. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
(916) 654-4842. 
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